
Japan Now at the British Library 
Sunday 25 February, 11.00 – 17.15 

What’s Japan thinking? Find out at Japan Now, a keynote day of talks presenting 
the best new writing alongside film and visual art 

11.00 – 11.05 
Introduction 
Martin Colthorpe, Director of Modern Culture, will provide an overview of the day. 

Suzanne Mooney, Richard Lloyd Parry and Kyoko Miyake 
11.05 – 12.15 
Richard Lloyd Parry, author of Ghosts of the Tsunami is joined by artist Suzanne 
Mooney and filmmaker Kyoko Miyake to reflect on contemporary Japan and how 
their work reflects the state of the nation. Lloyd Parry’s diligent reportage with families 
and survivors in the aftermath of 3/11 captured the Japanese psyche and attitudes 
towards place, family and history. Suzanne Mooney is an Irish artist living in Tokyo 
whose work, including Tokyo Summit A and Come Away, O’ explores our physical 
relationship to the city and the impacts of globalisation and urbanisation. Kyoko 
Miyake’s is a documentary filmmaker whose work confronts a range of social issues, 
from Japanese popculture and gender relations in Tokyo Idols to UK-Japan relations 
at an annual soldiers’ reunion for veterans of WW2 in Burma. 

Tomoyuki Hoshino and Toshiki Okada 
12.35 – 13.45 
Tomoyuki Hoshino and Toshiki Okada write novels that speak for the Heisei 
generation – this is Japan now in all its complexity and exuberance. Hoshino is a 
novelist who goes where others fear to tread, exploring sexual identity, neoliberalism 
and power structures in Japanese society in earlier books including We The Children 
Of Cats and his latest work – ME: A Novel. Toshiki Okada’s book The End Of The 
Moment We Had, skewers the thrills and anxieties of modern Tokyo with two 
characters’ torrid affair in a love hotel, and a woman trapped inside her squalid flat by 
memories of her past. The two authors will discuss their evocations of Japan in 
contemporary fiction and take questions from the audience. 

Lunch 13.45 – 14.45 

Hideo Furukawa and Mariko Nagai 
14.45 – 15.45 
How to confront historical reality in fiction? Hideo Furukawa is well known for his 
experimental novels and short stories. In his book Horses, Horses in the End the 
Light Remains Pure, Furukawa, a native of Fukushima, writes about the 3/11 tragedy 
from direct observational experience, yet shifts between first and third person, and 
from fiction to memoir in shaping his idiosyncratic response. Mariko Nagai is a writer 
who blends prose poetry and photography to excavate Japan’s recent history. From 
Hiroshima to Fukushima her book Irradiated Cities, projects news voices and new 
meanings on to these traumatic events. The authors discuss their writing and take 
questions from the audience. 



Mika Ninagawa with Simon Baker 
16.00 – 17.15 
One of Japan’s leading contemporary artists, Mika Ninagawa’s work is exhibited 
globally. Her aesthetic moves seamlessly between film, photography, installation and 
video to create a wholly distinctive aura. In this keynote session, she talks to Simon 
Baker, Senior Curator of Photography at Tate Modern about her photographic work, 
the medium in which she first established her global reputation, and which remains at 
the core of her practice. 

Books by participating authors will be available for purchase and signing throughout 
the event 

Coffee, tea and refreshments will be available to buy in the Knowledge Centre before 
and in between sessions 

Tickets: £20 / £16 / £14 

Programmed by Modern Culture in partnership with the Japan Foundation and 
Sheffield University 

Supported by Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation, Writers’ Centre Norwich and the 
Japan Society 


